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against AstraZeneca
September 4th, 2008 • Filed Under: News • 2 Comments

According to court documents filed last week, AstraZeneca currently faces 8,787 Seroquel lawsuits
that have been filed in federal and state courts, which allege that their antipsychotic medication led
to personal injuries, such as pancreatitis and diabetes.
Seroquel (generic quetiapine fumarate) is an atypical antipsychotic medication which was approved
by the FDA in 1997 for treatment of schizophrenia. It is also commonly used off-label for treatment
of anxiety, obsessive dementia, compulsive disorders and autism.
Research has established that Seroquel side effects can increase the risk of weight gain,
hyperglycemia and diabetes.
Other drugs in the same class of atypical antipsychotics, which include Zyprexa and Risperdal, have
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also been associated with these side effects, but the diabetes risk has been the highest in the case of
Seroquel.
AstraZeneca indicates that they have been served with complaints involving over 13,000 plaintiff
groups. As of August 27, 2008, about 5,841 Seroquel lawsuits have been filed in federal court
involving 5,847 plaintiffs, and another 2,946 Seroquel cases have been file in various state courts
involving 7,492 more plaintiff groups.
In federal court, the Seroquel litigation has been consolidated in an MDL, or Multidistrict Litigation,
that is centralized in the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida before Judge Anne
Conway. Approximately 5,829 of the lawsuits are currently in the MDL, where they are being
handled together for pretrial proceedings. If the cases do not resolve during pretrial litigation, the
MDL procedures require that the cases be sent back to the court where they were filed for trial.
In an attempt to facilitate a resolution of the cases, Judge Conway has established a case
management order which calls for the first Seroquel trials involving cases filed in Florida to begin in
February 2009. A group of 12 cases have been selected, involving six cases designated and ranked
by the Plaintiffs Steering Committee and six by the defendants. The Seroquel litigation will start
with the trial of the top ranked case selected by the plaintiffs, and then trials will alternate back and
forth until those cases have been tried.
Zyprexa litigation, which involved similar claims of diabetes and weight gain associated with the
other type of atypical antipsychotic resolved earlier this year before the first individual injury trials
began. Eli Lilly, who manufactures Zyprexa, paid about $1.2 billion in to settle about 30,000
individual Zyprexa lawsuits.

There Are 2 Comments So Far • (Add Your Comments)
1. Pingback by Seroquel Lawsuit : AboutLawsuits.com on 4 September 2008:
[...] As of August 27, 2008, over 13,000 people have filed cases in state or federal court as part
of the Seroquel litigation. The first trials in the MDL are scheduled to begin in early [...]

2.
Comment by Daniel Haszard on 4 September 2008:
Zyprexa has generated a lot of bad press for Eli Lilly and they still have unresolved Zyprexa
settlement claims.
Eli Lilly is ‘reaping the whirlwind’ for aggressive marketing of Zyprexa that has caused
suffering and deaths.
Zyprexa is being avoided by doctors they aren’t prescribing it for new patients at all anymore.
–
Daniel Haszard Zyprexa patient who got diabetes from it.
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Zyprexa has generated a lot of bad press for Eli Lilly and they still have unresolved
Zyprexa settlement claims. Eli Lilly ...
Daniel Haszard | Sep 4, 2008 | More
Perhaps this discovery about Bisphenol A may provide clues to the 'autism epidemic'
among our children.
John Charles Webb, Jr. | Sep 4, 2008 | More
Here is a big reason we should stop torturing the animals with drugs and knives.
(humane society of the United ...
jennifer wood | Sep 4, 2008 | More
Has Bisphenol been tested for length of time its capacity for being a non-decrepit item
could be predicted? It might ...
Dorothea | Sep 4, 2008 | More
How do I find out what recourse I have from my $25K turf I had installed>??????
Tami A | Sep 4, 2008 | More
I have been on an Avandia trial for 5 years and the recommendation is to continue
taking the drug. I have ...
Bill | Sep 3, 2008 | More
I took Avandia for about one year. At first it was okay. Then gradually I noticed my feet
are swollen ...
Anthony | Sep 3, 2008 | More
I recently learned of the Byetta lawsuit against Amylin/Eli Lily. I was diagnosed in 2007
of Pancreatitis and pancreatic ...
Cheryl | Sep 1, 2008 | More
I wish someone had told us about this lethal drug. My wife, Diana, passed away a year
ago due to ...
Leon | Sep 1, 2008 | More
I don't know of any lawsiuts filed, however I just received my second shot on August 26
and am very ...
Jennifer | Aug 30, 2008 | More
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